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STANDARDS

S.6.1.1 Open Space Program
The design intent, diagrams, and illustrations present the concept 
design and structure of the open spaces as developed through 
the community process. The Reservoir Park potential program 
elements are shown in Figure 6.12–3 (Reservoir Park Program 
Diagram). Specific program elements may shift as the final 
design is developed. The chart below shows the recommended 
maximum and minimum sizes for each potential open space 
program.

Program
Minimum 

Sq. Feet
Maximum 

Sq. Feet 

Pavilion Plaza 8000 9500

Community Garden 

and Orchard

3000 10000

Playground 5000 6000

Multi-Use Lawn 6000 8200

Dog Relief Areas 1000 2000

Community Terrace 
and Bleacher Seating

8000 9500

Habitat 5800 10000

Lee Terrace 4500 6000

LEGEND

Residential units

Residential common areas

* Shown for reference only. See Chapter 7 Building Design for further 
information.

Figure 6.1–2: Reservoir Park Program Diagram
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Figure 6.1–4: Grading Diagram
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RESERVOIR PARK SECTION

GUIDELINES

G.6.1.1 Communal Space in the Community Garden
There should be a minimum of 100 square feet of communal 
space with picnic tables and chairs in the community garden. 
Paving material used at the communal areas shall be ADA-
compliant and ADA-compliant beds will be provided. The 
community garden should allot approximately 1.5 square 
feet per plot for garden tool storage sheds. The garden shall 
provide areas for composting with at least two 3-foot x 3-foot 
compartments for every 15 plots, and at least one hose bib 
per 10 plots (or every 25 feet).

F

D

C

E

 

FINAL DRAFT   |   May 28, 2020  06 /  123

0 50 100 ft

F

D

C

ES.6.1.2 Wind Protection
Wind protection is provided by layers of planting, and also by the 
north-south orientation of the park, which protects it from the 
prevailing westerly and northwesterly winds. Tall evergreen coastal 
native trees, underplanted with large, multi-trunked shrub trees, 
provide wind control at various heights. While wind is an issue in 
May through August, there is a general warming trend with many 
balmy fall, winter, and spring days and weeks when the site is warm 
and comfortable.

S.6.1.3 Stormwater
The Reservoir Park stormwater management area should treat  
50% of Blocks C, D, E and F.

S.6.1.4 Percentage of Pervious Surface
At least 70% of the park shall be pervious, and at least 50% of the 
total area of the park shall be planted.

S.6.1.5 Pedestrian Path
The primary and secondary universally accessible pathways 
connecting all programmed areas in the park shall be eight and six 
feet wide, respectively. Figure 6.12–4 illustrates potential pedestrian 
paths. Informal pathways through planting areas or rain gardens 
can be three feet wide.

Figure 6.1–3: Circulation Diagram
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Expression of Natural Processes
The flow of water through the site’s restored topography will be visible, 
with surface and roof water directed to richly planted bioswales located at 
intervals between the programmed terraces. The bioswales will be designed 
to retain moisture, attract birds and insects, and invite children into planted 
rain gardens by way of stepping stones which bridge across the swales. 
Most of the building stormwater will be directed to these larger centralized 
planting areas. This minimizes the need for small-scale and dispersed 
flow-through planters which are inaccessible and costly to build and 
maintain. Additional stormwater management strategies include permeable 
paving, infiltration galleries under lawns, and flow-through planters at 
residential blocks. Stormwater management requirements are treated as an 
opportunity for environmental education and the promotion of native plants. 

Stormwater Management
SFPUC Stormwater Management Regulations require that the stormwater 
runoff peak flow rate and volume decrease by 25% from pre-development 
conditions for a two-year 24-hour storm. It is difficult for the public streets 
to meet this requirement on their own, due to a lack of space and grading 
constraints at the right-of-way. Stormwater management facilities on 
development parcels will be sized to offset the public streets by providing 
reductions for rates and volume beyond the required 25%. As SFPUC 
will continue ownership of the SFPUC Retained Fee Open Space, no 
development-parcel stormwater will be treated within this area. Stormwater 
within the SFPUC Retained Fee Open Space will be self-treated by providing 
a 50% pervious surface, utilizing either planting or permeable paving, but 
not bioretention.

Design guidelines are based on the SF Better Streets Plan: Bioretention 
Section and the SFPUC Stormwater Design Guidelines. The project is also 
subject to the Combined Sewer Area Performance Requirement of the San 

6.1   WORKING URBAN ECOSYSTEM

Figure 6.1–1:   Site Stormwater Management
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1910 Sutro Forest 1915 Ingleside Coursing Park 1922 Vegetable Cultivation 1957 Balboa Reservoir Inlet Pipe

Stormwater ManagementCommunity GardenMultiuse Lawn and Play AreaNature Retreat

Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 
Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021ii Reservoir Park | Concept – Functions, History, Program



Multiuse Lawn and Playground Looking North

Community Terrace and entry to Block C Community Terrace and Lee Gateway Entry Lee Gateway

iii Reservoir Park  |  Perspectives
Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 

Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021iii Reservoir Park | The Great Lawn & Lee Gateway

Phase 1 Buildings shown as black and white 
to allow emphasis on open space.



Brighton Gateway Looking North Brighton Paseo Looking North to the Great Lawn (Viewpoint 2)

Brighton Paseo Looking South to Brighton Gateway (Viewpoint 1)

Viewpoint 2

Viewpoint 1

iv Reservoir Park  |  Perspectives
Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 

Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021iv Reservoir Park | Brighton Gateway

Phase 1 Buildings shown as black and white 
to allow emphasis on open space.



San Ramon Gateway Looking East San Ramon Paseo Looking East to the Great Lawn (Viewpoint 2)

San Ramon Paseo Looking West to San Ramon Gateway (Viewpoint 1)

Viewpoint 2

Viewpoint 1

v Reservoir Park  |  Perspectives
Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 

Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021v Reservoir Park | San Ramon Gateway

Phase 1 Buildings shown as black and white 
to allow emphasis on open space.



Upside-Down Tree Play Structure Artifial TurfSecret passage through plantingWillow Hut Play Scutlpture Stepping Stones and Logs

vi Reservoir Park  |  Playground

Upside Down Tree Logs, Net Play and Boulder Climbing Nature Adventure Playground with Community Garden, Pavilion Beyond

Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 
Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021vi Reservoir Park | Playground

Phase 1 Buildings shown as black and white 
to allow emphasis on open space.



Gardening for Kids Individual Garden PlotsCommunal Dining Table

Programs

Community Garden & Orchard Plant Species

Materials
Community Table at Community GardenCommunity Garden Looking South

POTENTIAL EDIBLE PLANTS

Tomato 
Mixed Heirloom Cherries 

Greens 
Kale
Collards
Chard
Lettuce Heads and Mixes 
Micro Greens 
Spinach 

Peppers, Sweet 
Squash 
Garlic 
Pole and Bush Beans

Herbs
Rosemary 
Thyme 
Peppermint 
Mint

Roots
Radishes 
Green Onion
Beets 
Carrots 
Leeks 
Potatoes 

Vegetables 
Peas 

Cilantro 
Parsley 
Basil 
Bay Leaves 

Edges and Planters
Lemon 
Lime 
Strawberries 
Mixed Flowers

Fruit Trees
Fig
Apple
Meyer Lemon
Loquat
Pear
Plum
Avocado 
Mulberry 

Four-Foot Tall Transparent Net Fence with  
Wood Cap

Wisteria Fence

Avocado Lemon

HABITAT PLANTING

Ceanothus
Arctostaphylos Manzanita St. Helena
Phacelia californica
Eriogonum fasciculatum
Mimulus aurantiacus
Solidago virgaurea
Muhlenbergia rigens
Rhamnus Eve Case
Achillea millefolium
Salvia Spathacea

Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 
Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021vii Reservoir Park | Community Garden

Phase 1 Buildings shown as black and white 
to allow emphasis on open space.



Pavilion Concept Diagram View of Pavilion from the Orchard

Blurring of Indoor and Outdoor Boundary Dappled Light Oculus & SundialPavilion Concept Diagram
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Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 
Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021viii Reservoir Park | The Pavilion
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Material Legend Site Furnishing Legend

 Permeable paving

 Stone slab paving

 Corten steel ridge

 Artificial turf

 Concrete paving

 Wood decking

 Redbrown pathway mix

Community Garden dining table

Built-in picnic table at Pavilion

 Picnic table

Built-in bench

Boulder seating

Platform seating

 Concrete & wood terrace seating

Artificial turf

Slip-resistant wood decking

Concrete terrace seating

Pervious concrete paving Community Garden dining table

Cast-in-place concrete paving with 
silicon carbide and saw-cut joints

Stone slab paving

Built-in picnic tables at Pavilion

Boulder seatingBuilt-in bench

Platform seating

Slip-resistant weathered steel decking

Picnic table

Redbrown pathway mix

Materials Diagram Site Furnishing Diagram

Balboa Reservoir Phase 1 
Community Meeting  |  October 16, 2021ix Reservoir Park | Material & Site Furnishing Palette



  Stormwater Tree

  Big Leaf Maple

  Brisbane Box
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  Backbone Tree

  Monterey Cypress

  Deodar Cedar

  Catalina Ironwood

  Lemon Scented Gum

  Coast Live Oak

  Olive
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  Accent Tree

  Monkey Puzzle Tree

  Buckeye
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  Edible Fruit Tree 

  Lemon

  Avocado
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  Miniature Accent  
 Tree
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Tree Legend

Tree Diagram

Atlas Cedar
cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’

Apple
Malus domestica ‘Gala’

Brisbane Box
Tristaniopsis laurina ‘Elegant’

Olive
Olea europaea ‘Wilsonii’

Meyer Lemon
Citrus x meyeri

Avocado Tree
Persea americana ‘Bacon’

California Buckeye
Aesculus californica

Bigleaf Maple
Acer macrophyllum

Coast Live Oak
Quercus agrifolia

Catalina ironwood
Lyonathamnus floribundus

Monterey Cypress
Hesperocyparis macrocarpa

Italian Stone Pine
Pinus pinea

Lemon Scented Gum
Corymbia citriodora

Santa Rosa Plum
Prunus salicina ‘Santa Rosa’

Monkey Puzzle Tree
Araucaria heterophylla
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