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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1055 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):    Henry E. Calif tire shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1055 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 693, lot 21 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This one-story, reinforced concrete building fills its 25’ wide by 120’ deep lot, which runs through 
the block to Cedar Street.  The surface of the building is clad in a coat of stucco.  The composition of 
the building is crowned by a gabled parapet, with corbelling, that is stepped and flattened at the top.  
The corbelling turns at its ends to extend downward along the end piers of the building for a few 
feet; and below these ends are pendant decorations in plaster.  These pendants are the sole classical 
ornament on the façade.  A paneled frieze at the base of the parapet is blank save for painted signage.  
Below the parapet area the façade is divided into two bays.  To the right is a vehicle entrance with a 
roll-up metal door.  At left is a storefront window with a transom.  The transom is divided by 
muntins into rectangular lights of different sizes.  The storefront window has steel frames or sash 
that may be original. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 –  industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1919-1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
FUKUDA TATSUZO & MIEKO  
1055 POST ST 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Post 1055-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)      1055 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Henry E. Calif tire shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  unknown       B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:  restrained Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1919-1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    C. O. Clausen  b. Builder:  J. G. Kincannon  
*B10. Significance:  Theme    auto industry  Area      San Francisco  
 Period of Significance      n/a  Property Type    tires shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1919-1920 for owner Mrs. F. L. Perego (or Perigo), apparently as an 
investment.  The original building permit states that the building was to be used as an auto repair shop, 
but the use of the building for its first six years remains unknown.  A search through city directory 
classifieds under all automobile uses, for machinists, and for the Peregos during 1921, 1923, and 1924 
failed to turn up any businesses at this address. 
 
The first known occupant of this building was Henry E. Calif, who owned a tire shop here under the 
name California H. E. Tires for most years from 1927 to 1935.  The exception was in 1929, when he 
sold auto supplies here.  Calif had previously sold tires at 1942 Van Ness (in 1918) and at 1042 Polk 
(1921-1926) before moving his shop to this building. 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #89598 (November 10, 1919) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1927-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“tires and auto repair”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier:      1055 Post Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
Occupants of this building from 1936 to 1950 are once again unknown.  Street directories that list 
businesses by address show no occupants for this address during 1938, 1940, and 1946. 
 
Auto repair businesses came to this building in 1951.  From that year to at least 1958 the occupant was 
Wheel Service and Equipment, and in 1964 the occupant was Gerard’s Automatic Transmission Service.   
 
Although an extensive search for occupants of this building has been made for the years 1921-1926 and 
1936-1950, the search was not exhaustive, and it is possible that some occupants during these years 
might still be found.  Thus far, the known occupants include a tire shop, for eight years, and auto repair, 
for about fourteen years; for a total of 22 years of known auto-related uses through 1964. 
 
Integrity 
 
Save for the vehicle entrance door, all elements of the façade of this building appear to be original.  The 
building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
The earliest known use of this building was as a tire shop, from 1927-1935.  This is a moderately early 
date with brief longevity for this use.  The use of this building as an auto repair shop from 1951-1964 is 
a late date, with moderate longevity for this use.  Overall, the known use of this building is very 
incomplete, and the occupant for the first six years is unknown.  For these reasons this building does not 
appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1. 
 
Henry E. Calif had a fairly long career selling tires in San Francisco, but he was one of many tire dealers 
and had a small shop compared to others.  Furthermore, his business occupied this building briefly.  
Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Regarding design, this building has plusses and minuses. The parapet with its layered corbelling is 
unusual, and frames the top of the building effectively; and the building seems to have unusually high 
integrity.  On the downside, the building is modest, with restrained detailing.  Overall, the building does 
not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1116 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        James W. McAlister auto showroom annex  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1130 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 691, lot 3 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This five-story, stucco-clad reinforced concrete building fills the width of its 68’-9” wide lot and 
runs through the block to Hemlock Street.  In composition the façade is divided into three bays, of 
which the wider central bay projects a few inches forward relative to the others.  Windows are 
rectangular and filled with industrial steel sash.  In style, the building may be considered to be a very 
restrained example of Streamlined Moderne.  The first story has been generally remodeled. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP7 –  five-story commercial building.  HP8 – industrial building_________                    _ 
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking north  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1947; Sanborn map  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
VAN NESS POST CENTER LLC  
50 CALIFORNIA ST #1900 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94111  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Post 1116-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)      1116 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:  James W. McAlister auto showroom annex  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: annex to auto showroom      B4.  Present Use:    
*B5. Architectural Style:  Streamlined Moderne  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1947.  First story altered ca. 1990. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    unknown  b. Builder:  unknown  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   auto industry  Area      San Francisco  
 Period of Significance    n/a  Property Type    auto sales annex  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was constructed in 1947 for owner James W. McAlister as an annex to his auto 
showroom, which was located next door at 1200 Van Ness Avenue.  McAlister had been a stockholder 
in the auto sales business of H. O. Harrison since at least 1911, when Harrison built 1200 Van Ness as 
his showroom.  In about 1931 McAlister succeeded to Harrison’s business of selling Chrysler and 
Plymouth automobiles, and he acquired the building at 1200 Van Ness then as well.   McAlister sold 
Chryslers and Plymouths until the early 1950s, and then switched to selling Buicks.  He purchased lots 
to the east of 1200 Van Ness in 1945-1946 and built 1116 Post on the land the following year.  The 
1948 Sanborn insurance map states that this building was used for auto storage and spray painting.  A 
1955 yellow pages display ad for McAlister’s Buick sales business includes a crude drawing showing 
1200 Van Ness and 1116 Post as the home of his business.  It is clear that McAlister’s business was so 
extensive that 1200 Van Ness – itself quite a large building – was insufficient to his needs, requiring 
the construction of this building as an annex.     (Continued next page.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory listings for occupants of the 


adjacent building, 1200 Van Ness, 1912-1953 
1948 Sanborn insurance map (“auto storage, spray painting, built 


1947”) 
Sales Ledgers 1945-1946 (lots sold to James W. McAlister) 
PT&T yellow pages, Sept. 1955, display ad for Jas. W. McAlister 
Note:  No building permit for this building could be found. 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Post 1116-AB  *Required Information 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier: 1116 Post Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
The auto showroom at 1200 Van Ness was thoroughly altered in ca. 1990.  That project left the façade 
of 1116 Post untouched, save for the first story. 
 
Besides 1116 Post, several large auto showrooms stand in the study area that included spaces for auto 
storage and auto painting as well as for auto sales.  Furthermore, three buildings stand that housed 
independent auto painting shops well before 1947 (e.g. 731-799 Van Ness, 1349 Larkin and 1575-1595 
Bush). 
 
Integrity 
 
The first story has been altered, and the rest of the façade is unchanged.  The building retains integrity of 
location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Built in 1947, this is a late example of a building used to support automobile sales. With up to 17 years 
of such use in its history through 1964, it has moderate longevity in this use. 
 
Many buildings in the study area were used as automobile showrooms at much earlier dates.  Some of 
them also held large storage spaces and auto painting shops. The fact that 1116 Post was used only as an 
annex for an auto showroom diminishes its importance further.  Finally, a few buildings in the study 
area held auto painting shops at a substantially earlier date than this one did.  For these reasons, this 
building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under 
Criterion 1. 
 
With the alteration of 1200 Van Ness, this is the last building standing that represents James W. 
McAlister, a fairly important, if relatively late, San Francisco auto dealer.  This building, however, does 
not represent McAlister very well, as it was only an annex to his auto showroom.  Accordingly, this 
building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is an extremely restrained example of the Streamlined Moderne style.  It 
thus does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 








.State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1133 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):       H. O. Harrison used autos salesroom     
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1133 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 17 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This two-story, brick masonry building fills the width of its 52’-6” wide lot and runs through the 
block to Cedar Street.  The composition is generally symmetrical, and is divided into three bays of 
equal width.  The façade is clad in pressed red brick that is patterned in places to form panels, 
namely in the piers and in the spandrel area between the two stories.  At the top of the building is a 
parapet that is gabled in the center and flat at the sides.  A course of unknown material runs along the 
top of this parapet, and it relates visually to a profiled belt course along the base of the parapet.  The 
frieze area between the two courses is blank.  Tripartite windows in the second story possess non-
original metal sash set within the original wooden mullions, frames, and sills.  In the first story, the 
window to the right of the entrance has its original metal frame, but non-original steel bars divides it 
into large lights.  The window to the left of the entrance is non-original.  The centrally-placed 
entrance consists of paired wooden doors and sidelights with paneled bases, and is classical in style, 
with some fine carving; all of which is non-original. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 –  two-story commercial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1917; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
GAYNER ENGINEERS  
1133 POST ST 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Post 1133-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   2    of   5      Resource Identifier: 1133 Post Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date   October 2009    Continuation      Update 
 


 
 


 
 


Detail of center bay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 
DPR 523L (1/95)   Post 1133-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)      1133 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:  H. O. Harrison used autos salesroom  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: auto sales      B4.  Present Use:  offices  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1917.  Window sash and entrance altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    H. R. Schulze  b. Builder:  Allen and Co.  
*B10. Significance:  Theme    auto industry  Area       San Francisco  
 Period of Significance      n/a  Property Type    used car salesroom  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1917 for the prominent real estate developer Allen and Co. to designs by 
Howard R. Schulze.  Schulze was an in-house architect or draftsman who designed some houses in Sea 
Cliff for Allen and Co. and also designed one other building in this study area, at 1849 Van Ness.  He 
is not known to have worked outside of his employment by Allen and Co. or L. D. Allen, Inc. 
 
The original occupant of this building was H. O. Harrison.  Harrison began selling Peerless and Evertt 
autos in San Francisco in 1909 and quickly became a prominent auto dealer.  In 1911 he built a very 
large auto showroom at 1200 Van Ness (that building is extant but heavily altered), and this remained 
his main showroom until his retirement in ca. 1931.  In 1917 he sold Hudson and Dodge Brothers autos 
at 1200 Van Ness, sold Peerless autos on Golden Gate Avenue, had branch salesrooms in the Mission 
district and Oakland, and opened a used car salesroom in the building being evaluated here, at 1133 
Post (then #1123).       (See Continuation Sheet, page 4.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #74750 (Feb. 14, 1917) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1917-1964 
1919 Sanborn insurance map (1123-1133 Post, “auto sales room”) 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (1123-1133 Post, “auto storage”) 
“Harrison Co. Is Growing Rapidly.”  S. F. Chronicle, Aug. 12, 1917, 


p. A-4. 
Sales Ledgers, Recorder’s Office, 1917-1938. 
B13. Remarks: 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   4    of   5      Resource Identifier: 1133 Post Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
A Sanborn insurance map dated ca. 1919 states that this building was used as an auto showroom then, 
and the 1927 city directory lists H. O. Harrison used car salesroom in this building as well as at 1145 
Van Ness.  Documentary evidence for the intervening years is lacking, but it seems likely that 1133 Post 
served as a used car salesroom for H. O. Harrison from 1917-1927. 
 
Harrison did not sell used cars from this building in 1928 or 1929.  A Sanborn map from the latter year 
states that the building was used as auto storage then; possibly the tenant was Harrison.  Use of the 
building from 1930-1937 is unknown.  A title search for this period yields the names of owners but 
sheds no light on the use of the building. 
 
The next known occupant of 1133 Post, from 1938 to at least 1964, was Scovel and Sons.  They sold 
auto supplies during 1938-1939, worked as auto trimmers from 1940-1947, and worked in upholstery 
materials from 1948-1964.  It is not known whether they specialized in automobile upholstery during the 
latter years. 
 
To summarize the use and occupants from the time of construction to 1964: 
 


1917-1927:  used car sales, H. O. Harrison 
1928-1929:  auto storage 
1930-1937:  unknown use and occupants 
1938-1939:  auto supplies, Scovel and Sons 
1940-1947:  auto trimming, Scovel and Sons 
1948-1964:  upholstery material, Scovel and Sons 


 
An article on H. O. Harrison in the San Francisco Chronicle for August 12, 1917 shows a grainy 
photograph of 1133 Post Street.  From the photo one can see that windows in the second story were 
divided by muntins into many lights, probably in 12-over-16 double-hung sash; and that the first story 
entrance and both of the storefront windows possessed transom bars with two rows of lights (divided by 
muntins) above each bar. 
 
Integrity 
 
The second story windows retain their original dimensions, mullions, and sills, but the sash of many 
lights have been removed.  Similar alterations have been made to the first story windows and entrance.  
The wall surface, including the parapet with its belt courses, remains intact.  In sum, this building retains 
integrity of location, design, setting, and association, while integrity of materials, workmanship, and 
feeling have been diminished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Post 1133-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   5    of   5      Resource Identifier: 1133 Post Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 115 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
Completed in 1917, this is an early example of a used automobile showroom.  Each of the known auto 
uses of this building (used auto sales, auto supplies, and auto trimming) were here for ten years or less, 
with brief longevity for each.  Total known auto-related use is about 20 years, for good longevity.  This 
would increase to excellent longevity if it could be shown that Scovel and Sons engaged in automobile 
upholstery during 1948-1964.  The usage of this building for used auto sales during 1917-1927 is only 
partially documented, and is of lesser importance than that of an auto showroom for new cars.  The 
integrity is diminished due to the alteration of the windows and entrance.  On balance, the building does 
not appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1. 
 
This is the last known auto-related building in San Francisco that is associated with H. O. Harrison 
except for 1200 Van Ness, and that building has been thoroughly altered.  Nevertheless, this building’s 
association with Harrison is fairly minor.  The subsequent occupants, Scovel and Sons, do not appear to 
have been important in their field.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building has some pleasing design features, but the window alterations lessen its 
distinction.  On balance, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under 
Criterion 3. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   4      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1143 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):            
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1143 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 15 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This one-story-plus-mezzanine brick masonry building fills the width of its 27’-6” wide lot and runs 
through the block to Cedar Street.  At the first story level the building is clad in stucco, and in the 
mezzanine level the red brick walls are exposed.  In composition the building is symmetrical, and 
two bays in width.  The top of the façade is a simplified Doric order; it consists of a parapet topped 
by a course of slightly projecting headers, a profiled cornice supported by block modillions, a frieze 
with triglyphs, and a narrow architrave of three layers.  End piers in the form of pilasters support the 
order.  Within the mezzanine are two arched windows with layered casings, each with a keystone 
that also lends visual support to the order above.  Half-pilasters with capitals support the arches.  All 
window and entrance openings have non-original metal fames or sash. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 –  industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1917, building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
KIRCHER GERDA H  
3518 WEBSTER ST 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94123  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   4      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1143 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:    
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: electrical shop      B4.  Present Use:  unknown  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1917.  Window and door openings altered at an unknown date.  First story wall surface possibly altered. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    Earle B. Bertz  b. Builder:  Allen and Co.  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   architecture  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance    n/a  Property Type    commercial  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1917 by the prominent real estate developer Allen and Co. to designs by 
architect Earle B. Bertz.  Bertz trained as a draftsman under architect Albert Farr and opened his own 
office in 1917, the year 1143 Post was built.  During his long career (into the 1940s) he did mainly 
residential design.  His major client, by far, was Allen and Co., for whom Bertz designed dozens of 
houses in Sea Cliff during 1919-1925, many of them quite fine.  (Examples include 2700, 2720, 2900, 
and 2910 Lake, 540 El Camino del Mar, 45 McLaren, 80 Sea View, and 250 Sea Cliff, all 1923-1929.)  
His work for Allen and Co., in turn, led to commissions from other clients for large houses in Sea 
Cliff, St. Francis Wood, and other locales.  1143 Post is one of Bertz’s earliest commissions, and it 
predates all of Bertz’ known residential work for Allen and Co.  It is possible that this building paved 
the way for Bertz’s later, important career as a residential architect. 
 


 (See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #78580 (October 3, 1917) 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1918-1953 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“auto repair”) 
1948 Sanborn insurance map (“Turkish baths”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
The intended use of this building was stated to be an “office and shop,” according to the original 
building permit.  The first occupant, during 1917-1919, was Motor Electrical Specialty Co., an electric 
supplies business.  It does not seem that they specialized in automotive work. 
 
The next nine occupants were connected with the automotive industry.  Five were auto repair shops, two 
sold auto supplies, and two offered automobile financing.  All occupied this building for only a few 
years or less, and some occupied this building simultaneously.  They included: 
 


1921-1922: San Francisco Auto Service and Repair Station 
1922:  Norman Piston Ring Co. 
1923:  Warford-Pacific auto supplies 
1927-1929:  Floyd Rucker, auto repair 
1927:  Hammel-Gerke Co., auto accessories 
1933:  Walter W. Carr, auto finance 
1933:  R. E. Lahey, auto finance 
1937:  A&M Service garage 
1938:  Dunn Brothers auto repair 


 
The total known use of this building by auto-related businesses was for less than seventeen years.  
Afterward, from 1941 through at least 1953, this building was occupied by a Turkish baths. 
 
Integrity 
 
Clearly the windows and entrance have been altered with new sash and frames.  Less certain is whether 
the stucco surface on the first story is an alteration.  Building permits do not say, but it seems likely that 
the entire façade was originally faced in brick, and that the stucco surfacing is an alteration. 
 
In sum, this building retains integrity of location and setting, while integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling have been largely diminished.  Integrity of association has been largely lost as 
no vehicle entrance remains. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 


(Continued next page.) 
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Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    October 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Evaluation (continued) 
 
This building was completed in 1913, but the first known auto-related use came in 1921.  Thus, this is a 
moderately early example of an automobile repair shop and auto accessories store; and a moderately late 
example of an auto financing office.  Longevity for each use was brief, and longevity for all auto uses 
combined was moderate. 
 
For these reasons, and because of its lessened integrity, this building does not appear to be eligible for 
the California Register of Historical Resources under criteria 1 or 2. 
 
Architecturally, the upper zone of this building is rather fine, especially for a building of such modest 
dimensions.  Its quality is partially offset by the definite alteration of the window sash and the likely 
alteration of the first story finish.  This building is also interesting due to its being from the first year of 
Earle B. Bertz’ practice, and its being his first known work for Allen and Company, the firm that lifted 
Bertz’s career into prominence.   However, Bertz is important mainly for his residential work, and this is 
a commercial building.  All in all, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register 
under Criterion 3, primarily due to loss of integrity.  
 


 
 


Cornice detail 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1157 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):            
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1157 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 13 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 –  two-story commercial building_________                    _________  


This one-story, stucco-clad reinforced concrete auto showroom fills the width of its 27’-6” wide lot 
and runs through the block to Cedar Street.  In composition the building takes the form of a modest 
temple, with pilasters supporting a Corinthian order.  The building is crowned by a parapet that is 
pierced in a clathri pattern and which is topped in the center by a pediment filled with leaf ornament.  
A profiled molding runs along the top of this parapet.  Beneath the parapet are, in turn, a profiled 
cornice supported by scroll modillions, a course of dentils, a blank frieze with paneled ends, and a 
fascia of three layers.  The end piers supporting this frieze, cornice, and parapet are fluted, with 
Corinthian capitals.  The entire area between the pilasters and below the fascia has been removed 
and is now filled by a roll-up screen. 


 
*P4.  Resources Present:            Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District    Other 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 


 
 


(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; published building notice  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
KWAN PAUL & JANE 
REVOCABLE 
1157 POST ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  
P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite 
survey report.)     William Kostura.  
Van Ness Auto Row Support 


Structures.  San Francisco Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Detail of parapet, cornice, frieze and pilasters 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1157 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:    
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: auto showroom      B4.  Present Use:  restaurant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920.  Central zone of building (windows and entrance) removed at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    August Headman  b. Builder:  R. deLuca  
*B10. Significance:  Theme     auto industry  Area       San Francisco  
 Period of Significance      n/a  Property Type   auto showroom   Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1920 for owner Mary A. Ruggles as an investment, to designs by architect 
August Headman.  The architect had a substantial if relatively brief career in San Francisco, from 
1909-1914 as a partner with Paul Righetti (as Righetti and Headman), and afterward as a solo architect, 
until his death in 1925.  Both on his own and with Righetti he produced large numbers of residence 
hotels and apartment buildings, plus houses, flats, small commercial buildings, and occasional public 
and institutional buildings, some of which were prominent.  Virtually all are in the Classical Revival 
style.  His most important work is probably the Native Sons of the Golden West Building at 414-430 
Mason Street (Righetti and Headman, with E. H. Hildebrand, 1911). 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 4.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building and Engineering News, Dec. 24, 1919, 19:3 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1921-1964 
Sanborn insurance map  
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History (continued) 
 
A published notice of construction for this building stated that it was to be used as an automobile 
showroom, and that was indeed the use for its first four years.  The original occupant was L. D. Allen, 
whose career as an auto dealer had begun in 1917.  His rise in the field of automobile sales was 
meteoric.  By 1918 Allen sold Chevrolet, Lexington, Cole, and Olympian autos at 1420 Van Ness, and 
by 1920 he had expanded even further, selling Cole and Stevens-Duryea autos and Sandow trucks in a 
very large showroom at 1625 Van Ness.  He also had branch salesrooms in Oakland, Sacramento, and 
Fresno in that year.  His reversal of fortune was even swifter than his expansion had been, because by 
1921 he sold only an obscure brand, Anderson motor cars, in this building (1157 Post), and by 1922 he 
was out of business as an auto dealer. 
 
His place in this building was taken by George Peak, who sold autos of unknown brand here in 1922.  In 
1924 the Linz Automobile Co. sold Columbia and Liberty autos from this building.  After that year auto 
sales ended in this building.  It could be that this building’s location close to, but not actually on Van 
Ness Avenue proved to be a poor location for auto sales. 
 
Subsequent occupants over the next twelve years included two dealers in auto parts and accessories.  
The first was the Safety House, from 1925 to 1929.  This company was founded in San Francisco during 
the early 1920s and continued for slightly over ten years.  After leaving this building it moved to 1270 
Bush/1200 Larkin (during 1930-1934; extant).  The next auto parts store to occupy this building was 
Russell Manufacturing, from 1933-1937. 
 
Non-auto-related businesses occupied this building from 1940 through 1964.  The most frequent use was 
as a phonographs store, including Wurlitzer sales in 1940. 
 
Integrity 
 
This building retains integrity of location and setting.  Integrity of design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association remain present to some degree, but are diminished due to the removal of all 
original window and entrance features. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 


(Continued on next page.) 
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Evaluation (continued) 
 
Completed in 1920, this is a moderately early example of an automobile showroom.  With three to four 
years of such use in its history, it has brief longevity in this use.  This building also has moderate 
longevity as an auto parts and accessories store, with about ten years of such use.  The total auto-related 
use of this building was about thirteen years, for moderate longevity. 
 
For these reasons, and because of this building’s diminished integrity, it does not appear to be eligible 
for the California Register of Historical Resources under criteria 1 or 2. 
 
Regarding architecture, the original portions of this building that survive are very fine.  Nevertheless, the 
loss of the interior zone of the façade is substantial, and thus this building does not appear to be eligible 
for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   5      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  1159-1161 Post Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any): Martin C. Sturiza auto body shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address     1159-1161 Post Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 694, lot 12 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This two story, brick masonry building fills the width of its 27’-6” wide lot and runs through the 
block to Cedar Street.  The end piers, parapet, and storefront bulkhead are faced in brick that has 
recently been painted but was originally buff-colored.  The inner zone of the end piers and parapet 
are slightly indented to form subtle panels.  At the base of the parapet is a layered cornice with (from 
top to bottom) an anthemion course, a plain corona, and courses of darts and scrolls.  This cornice 
overhangs a tripartite window with non-original metal sash set in profiled wooden frame.  The three 
window parts are separated by wooden mullions in the form of pilasters and united by a common 
sill.  The spandrel between the first and second stories has a single panel nearly the width of the 
building.  The first story (aside from the end piers and bulkhead) is generally altered with new a new 
storefront window and entrance area. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 –  two-story commercial building; HP8 – industrial building_________                    __  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
October 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1918; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
YAMADA SHOGO & HIROKO  
630 11TH AVE 
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94118  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  October 2009  
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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Detail of cornice


 
DPR 523L (1/95)   Post 1159-1161-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   3    of   5      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 1159-1161 Post Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Martin C. Sturiza auto body shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: auto supply store      B4.  Present Use:  vacant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1918.  Second story window sash replaced at an unknown date.  Storefront recently altered. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:    George de Colmesnil  b. Builder:  Cameron and Disston  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance  n/a   Property Type     auto parts store, auto body shop    Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History – Construction and occupants 


This building was built in 1918 for owner Walter H. Sullivan as an investment, to designs by architect George 
de Colmesnil.  The first known occupant, from 1920-1925, was Millard and Co., auto supplies.  Occupants for 
1926-1930 are unknown.  The subsequent occupant, from 1931-1944, was Martin C. Sturiza, who performed 
auto body building, trimming, metal work, and repair of seat covers, tops, and trunks.  His business was known 
as Grove Auto Reconstruction in 1933, and as Standard Auto Top and Body Shop during 1938-1944.  After 
1944 that business moved to 1230 Van Ness Avenue (demolished).  In sum, this building had six years of use as 
an auto supplies store, and fourteen years of use as an auto body building, trimming and tops shop, for a total of 
20 years of auto-related use, during 1920-1944. 
 
Subsequent businesses at 1159-1161 Post were not auto-related.  They included a pest control company (1946-
1953) and a floor covering business (1953). 
 
The storefront has been recently remodeled (mid-2009). 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #82349 (June 27, 1918), filed under “1159 Post” 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1920-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“auto service”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  October 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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History -- Context 
 
Auto supplies stores in the study area 
 
Other auto supplies stores in the study area have included:  
 


1430-1480 Van Ness Avenue. Built in 1912.  Years of auto supply use: 18.  Integrity is fair. 
 
1522-1524 Bush Street.  Built in 1920.  Years of auto supply use: 12.  Integrity is good to high. 
 
1033-1037 Polk Street. Built in 1920.  Years of auto supply use: 13.  Integrity is high. 
 
730 Polk Street (Chanslor and Lyon). Built in 1922.  Years of auto supply use: 42 years.  Integrity is high. 


 
All of these are larger buildings and had substantially greater longevity of this use compared to 1159-
1161 Post Street.  Three of these buildings – 1522-1524 Bush, 1033-1037 Polk, and 730 Polk – have 
better integrity than 1159-1161 Post does. 
 
Auto body building and auto tops and trimming shops 
 
Other auto body building or auto tops and trimming shops in the study area include: 
 


1600 Van Ness Avenue.  Built 1913.  Larkins and Company, an auto body building shop, occupied part of 
this building during 1913-1919.  Integrity of this building is only fair. 
 
1656 Pine Street.  Built 1917.  An auto tops and trimming shop was here from 1921 to at least 1929.  This 
building is threatened with demolition. 
 
1575-1595 Bush Street.  Built 1922-1923.  This multi-use building was occupied by auto tops and trimming 
businesses (among others) during at least 1924-1933 and 1946-1955. This building is also threatened with 
demolition. 
 
42 Twelfth Street.  Built 1919.  After an earlier use as an auto repair shop, this building was home to Hal 
Metzel, the Auto Tailor, an auto upholstery business, from 1938 to the present.  This building has much better 
integrity than does another building, 1133 Post, which also held an upholstery business for a similar period. 
 


If 1656 Pine and 1575-1595 Bush are demolished, as threatened, then 1159-1161 Post will be one of the 
very few extant buildings in the study area where auto tops and trimming businesses existed.  Its 
integrity is better than that of 1600 Van Ness, but less good than that of 42 Twelfth Street. 
 
Integrity 
 
The second story window sash has been replaced with new sash within the original frames, mullions, 
and sills.  The first story has been remodeled within the original spandrel, end piers and bulkhead.  In 
sum, the building retains integrity of location, design, setting, and association, and has diminished 
integrity of materials, workmanship, and feeling.   
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Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
This building was completed in 1918.  The earliest known occupant, an auto supplies store, was here 
from 1920-1925, at a moderately early date and for brief longevity.  The next known occupant, an auto 
body shop, was here for 14 years beginning in 1931, at a moderately late date and for moderate 
longevity.  The total auto-related use of this building was 20 years, for good longevity.  Because the 
vehicle entrance has been filled in, this building is no longer able to convey its early auto-related history. 
 
Overall, this history is not very compelling.  Given the diminished integrity of this building, its small 
size relative to other buildings in the study area that had similar uses, and the relatively brief or late 
dates this building had these uses, it does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of 
Historical Resources under Criterion 1. 
 
The proprietors of the businesses in this building do not appear to have been prominent in their fields, 
and thus this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is modest, with somewhat diminished integrity, and thus this building does 
appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
 





