December 23, 2008
To Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties:
RE: CASE NO. 2004.1279E – ALAMEDA WATERSHED HABITAT CONSERVATION
PLAN
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and a Notice of Public Scoping Meeting for the
above referenced project, described below, has been issued by the San Francisco Planning
Department. The EIR will be prepared as a joint EIR and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
in compliance with both CEQA and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The San
Francisco Planning Department is the Lead Agency for CEQA compliance and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) are the Co-lead
Agencies for NEPA compliance. USFWS and NMFS will issue a Notice of Intent (NOI) to
prepare an EIS under NEPA in the Federal Register.
The NOP and Notice of Public Scoping Meeting is either attached or is available upon request
from Chris Kern, whom you may reach at (415) 575-9037, voice; (415) 558-6409, fax;
chris.kern@sfgov.org; or by mail at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 941032479. The NOP/Notice of Public Scoping Meeting is also available online at:
http://www.sfgov.org/site/planning/mea.
Project Description: The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) is preparing a
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) to address its activities and conservation actions within the
Alameda Creek Watershed (Alameda Watershed) – a 47,800-acre area in Alameda and Santa
Clara Counties that encompasses 36,816 acres of land owned by the SFPUC as well as an
additional 9,900 acres of private land adjacent to SFPUC lands. The purpose of the proposed HCP
is to authorize incidental “take” of threatened and endangered species that may result from SFPUC
activities in the Alameda Watershed. The term “take” is defined by the federal Endangered
Species Act as: to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect listed
animal species, or attempt to engage in such conduct. Harm includes significant habitat
modification or degradation that actually kills or injures listed wildlife by significantly impairing
essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding and sheltering. In accordance with
section 10(a)(1)(B) of the federal Endangered Species Act, take of listed species that is incidental
to otherwise lawful activities may by authorized through the adoption of a HCP. The proposed
HCP covers five categories of activities, including:
• Watershed operations and maintenance (O&M)
• Reservoir O&M
• Water transmission and filtration systems O&M
• Lease permitting and easement activities
• HCP implementation
The proposed HCP requests issuance of a 30-year permit authorizing the take of 5 species
federally listed as threatened or endangered and 12 unlisted species that may become listed during

www.sfplanning.org

the term of the permit. The proposed HCP’s conservation program includes conservation actions
and monitoring, long-term management of biological communities, and mitigation for both
temporary and ongoing impacts to the 17 Covered Species. Mitigation includes habitat
enhancement and restoration and, if necessary, the protection of additional habitat.
The joint EIS/EIR will be prepared for consideration by decision makers prior to a final decision
by the SFPUC regarding whether to approve and implement the proposed HCP. The purpose of
the EIS/EIR is to provide information about potentially significant adverse environmental effects
of the proposed HCP, to identify possible ways to minimize those potentially significant adverse
effects, and to describe and evaluate feasible alternatives to the proposed HCP. Preparation of an
NOP or EIS/EIR does not indicate a decision by the City to approve or to disapprove the proposed
HCP. However, prior to making any such decision, the decision makers must review and consider
the information contained in the EIS/EIR.
The San Francisco Planning Department will hold a PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING at the
location, date, and time listed below. The purpose of this meeting will be to receive oral comments
that will assist the San Francisco Planning Department in reviewing the scope and focus of the
project’s environmental impact analysis and information to be contained in the EIS/EIR. The
public will have the opportunity to comment and offer testimony for consideration. The San
Francisco Planning Department will also accept written comments at the meeting or by mail,
email, or fax until the close of business on January 22, 2009. Written comments should be sent to
the San Francisco Planning Department, Attn: Bill Wycko, Environmental Review Officer, 1650
Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103-2479, by fax to (415) 558-6409, or sent by
email to chris.kern@sfgov.org.
Scoping Meeting
Tuesday, January 13, 2009
6:30 p.m., starting promptly
Dublin Civic Center
Regional Meeting Room
100 Civic Plaza
Dublin, California 94568

If you work for an agency that is a Responsible or Trustee Agency, we need to know the views of
your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information that is relevant to your
agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency may need
to use the EIR when considering a permit or other approval for this project. We will also need the
name of the contact person for your agency. If you have questions concerning environmental
review of the proposed project under CEQA, please contact Chris Kern at (415) 575-9037.
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
Date of this Notice:
Lead Agency:
Contact Person:
Project Title:
Project Sponsor:
Contact Person:
Project Address:
Assessor’s Parcel Number:
County:

December 23, 2008
San Francisco Planning Department
Chris Kern
Telephone: (415) 575-9037
Email: chris.kern@sfgov.org
Facsimile: (415) 558-6409
Alameda Watershed Habitat Conservation Plan
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Joanne Wilson
Telephone: (650) 652-3205
Email: jwilson@sfwater.org
Facsimile: (650) 652-3219
Various
Various
Alameda County and Santa Clara County

Project Description: The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) is preparing a Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) to address activities and conservation within the Alameda Creek Watershed – a
47,800-acre area in Alameda and Santa Clara Counties that encompasses 36,816 acres of land owned by
the SFPUC as well as an additional 9,900 acres of private land adjacent to SFPUC lands. The purpose of
the proposed HCP is to authorize incidental “take” of threatened and endangered species that may result
from SFPUC activities in the Alameda Creek Watershed. The term “take” is defined by the federal
Endangered Species Act as to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect listed
animal species, or attempt to engage in such conduct. Harm includes significant habitat modification or
degradation that actually kills or injures listed wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral
patterns, including breeding, feeding and sheltering. In accordance with section 10(a)(1)(B) of the federal
Endangered Species Act, take of listed species that is incidental to otherwise lawful activities may by
authorized through the adoption of a HCP. The HCP covers five categories of activities, including:
watershed operations and maintenance (O&M), reservoir O&M, water transmission and filtration
systems, lease permitting and easement activities, and HCP implementation.
The proposed HCP requests a 30-year permit authorizing the take of 5 species federally listed as
threatened or endangered and 12 unlisted species that may become listed during the term of the permit.
The HCP’s conservation program includes conservation actions and monitoring, long-term management
of biological communities, and mitigation for both temporary and ongoing impacts to the 17 Covered
Species. Mitigation includes habitat enhancement and restoration and, if necessary, the protection of
additional habitat.

THIS PROJECT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. AN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT IS REQUIRED. This determination is based upon the
criteria of the Guidelines of the State Secretary for Resources, Sections 15063 (Initial Study), 15064
(Determining Significant Effect), and 15065 (Mandatory Findings of Significance).
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The San Francisco Planning Department will hold a PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING pursuant to the
State of California Public Resources Code Section 21083.9 and California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines Section 15206 to receive oral comments concerning the scope of the EIR at the following
location, date, and time:

Tuesday, January 13, 2009
6:30 PM
Dublin Civic Center
Regional Meeting Room
100 Civic Plaza
Dublin, CA 94568

The purpose of this meeting is to receive oral comments that will assist the San Francisco Planning
Department in reviewing the scope and focus of the project’s environmental impact analysis and
information to be contained in the EIR. The public will have the opportunity to comment and offer
testimony for consideration. The San Francisco Planning Department will also accept written comments
on the scope of the EIR at the meeting or by mail, email, or fax until the close of business on January 22,
2009. Written comments should be sent to the San Francisco Planning Department, Attn: Bill Wycko,
Environmental Review Officer, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103-2479, by fax to
(415) 558-6409, or sent by email to chris.kern@sfgov.org.
Documents relating to the proposed project are available for review, by appointment, at the San Francisco
Planning Department’s Major Environmental Analysis office, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400. Please call
Chris Kern at (415) 575-9037 to make an appointment. Documents are also available online at:
http://www.sfgov.org/planning/mea

_____________________
Date

_________________________________________
Bill Wycko, Environmental Review Officer

: 558-6282
Para sa impormasyon sa Tagalog tumawag sa: 558-6251
Para información en Español llamar al: 558-6307
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ALAMEDA WATERSHED HABITAT
CONSERVATION PLAN
CASE NO. 2004.1279E
1.0

OVERVIEW

1.1

San Francisco Water System and the Alameda Watershed Habitat Conservation
Plan

The City and County of San Francisco, through the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC),
owns and operates a regional water system that extends from the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the
San Francisco Bay Area, as shown in Figure 1. The regional water system serves 2.4 million people in
San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, and Tuolumne Counties. Approximately 85 percent of
this water originates in the Sierra Nevada, and about 15 percent comes from local rainfall in the East Bay
and the San Francisco Peninsula. Through a complex system of tunnels, pipelines, pumping stations,
storage reservoirs, and treatment facilities, the water is collected, treated, and transported to surrounding
Bay Area communities. Integral to this water system are the SFPUC-owned lands located in the southern
Alameda Creek Watershed (Alameda Watershed), which is shown in Figure 2. The majority of local
rainfall in this watershed is captured by the SFPUC system as it drains into either the Calaveras or San
Antonio Reservoirs.
The SFPUC is preparing a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) to address activities and conservation within
the Alameda Watershed. The purpose of the proposed HCP is to authorize incidental “take” of threatened
and endangered species that may result from SFPUC activities in the watershed. The proposed HCP
covers five categories of activities: watershed operations and maintenance, reservoir operations and
maintenance, water transmission and filtration systems operations and maintenance, lease permitting and
easement activities, and HCP implementation. Under the proposed HCP, the SFPUC requests a 30-year
permit authorizing the take of 5 species federally listed as threatened or endangered and 12 unlisted
species that may become listed during the term of the permit. The HCP’s conservation program includes
conservation actions and monitoring, long-term management of biological communities, and mitigation
for both temporary and ongoing impacts to the 17 Covered Species. Mitigation includes habitat
enhancement and restoration and, if necessary, the protection of additional habitat.

1.2

Environmental Review Process

The San Francisco Planning Department, Major Environmental Analysis (MEA) Division will prepare an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to evaluate the environmental effects of the Alameda Watershed
HCP. The EIR will be prepared as a joint EIR and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in compliance
with both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). The San Francisco Planning Department is the Lead Agency for CEQA compliance and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) are the Co-lead
Agencies for NEPA compliance.
The first step in the environmental review process under CEQA is the formal public scoping process, for
which this Notice of Preparation has been prepared. The scoping comment period will commence on
December 23, 2008 and extend for thirty days, until the close of business on January 22, 2009. Following
the scoping period, the San Francisco Planning Department and USFWS/NMFS will prepare a Draft
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FIGURE 1
Alameda Watershed Habitat Conservation Plan EIS/EIR
SFPUC Regional Water System
not to scale
SOURCE: SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, 2005
I:\SFR430 Alameda Watershed\Figures\NOP\Fig_1.ai (10/1/08)
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EIS/EIR and circulate it for public review. Public comments on the Draft EIS/EIR will be
accepted in writing or orally at a formal public hearing to be held by the San Francisco Planning
Commission during the public review period for the document. The San Francisco Planning Department
will prepare written responses to comments on environmental issues raised during the public comment
period and, if necessary, will revise the EIS/EIR to reflect clarifications or alterations of environmental
analysis that arise during the public review process. The Responses to Comments document will be
considered by the San Francisco Planning Commission, along with the Draft EIS/EIR and any revisions
to the Draft included in the Responses to Comments, for certification as a Final EIS/EIR. The NEPA
environmental review process will occur in parallel with the CEQA process. A Notice of Intent, which
initiates the NEPA process, is being published in the Federal Register and provides additional information
about the NEPA process.

1.3

Public Scoping Meeting

The San Francisco Planning Department will hold a public scoping meeting at the following location,
date, and time:
Dublin Civic Center
Regional Meeting Room
100 Civic Plaza
Dublin, CA 94568
Tuesday, January 13, 2009; 6:30 PM
The purpose of the scoping meeting is to assist the San Francisco Planning Department in determining the
proposed scope and content of the EIR summarized in this NOP. The public will have the opportunity to
comment and offer testimony for consideration. The San Francisco Planning Department will also accept
written comments at the scoping meeting, or by mail, fax, or email, until the close of business on January
22, 2009. Written comments may be sent by mail to the San Francisco Planning Department, Attn: Bill
Wycko, Environmental Review Officer, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103-2479,
by fax to (415) 558-6409, or by email to chris.kern@sfgov.org.

2.0

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The HCP study area is an approximately 47,800-acre area in Alameda and Santa Clara Counties that
encompasses 36,816 acres of watershed lands owned by SFPUC as well as an additional 9,900 acres of
private land adjacent to SFPUC lands. The study area extends outside SFPUC-owned land to include
private property in the southeastern portion of the Alameda Watershed and along Apperson Ridge
immediately north of East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) lands and immediately south of the
SFPUC-owned watershed lands. The privately owned lands are included in the HCP study area because
the SFPUC may purchase land or conservation easements from willing sellers under the proposed HCP
for mitigation sites.
The objective of the proposed Alameda Watershed HCP is to develop and implement a conservation plan
that would avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential adverse effects on threatened and endangered species
while accommodating current and future operations and maintenance activities in the Alameda
Watershed. The HCP would provide the basis for incidental take authorization pursuant to the state and
federal Endangered Species Acts. The proposed HCP would request a 30-year permit authorizing the take
of federally listed as threatened or endangered species and unlisted species that may become listed during
the term of the permit that may occur during ongoing operations and maintenance activities on SFPUC
lands in the Alameda Watershed.

Case No. 2004.1279E
Notice of Preparation

4

Alameda Watershed Habitat Conservation Plan
December 23, 2008

Federal and state regulations prohibit the “take” of wildlife species listed as endangered or threatened.
Section 9 of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) defines the term “take” as “to harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect listed animal species, or attempt to engage in such
conduct (16 USC 1532(19)).” Harm includes significant habitat modification or degradation that actually
kills or injures listed wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding and sheltering (50 CFR 17.3(c)). NMFS’s definition of harm includes significant habitat
modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures fish or wildlife by significantly impairing
essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, spawning, migrating, rearing, and sheltering
(64 FR 60727, November 8, 1999). Pursuant to Section 10(a) of the ESA, the USFWS and NMFS may
issue a permit to authorize “incidental take” of listed species. “Incidental take” is defined by the ESA as
take that is incidental to, and not the purpose of, carrying out an otherwise lawful activity. The USFWS
regulations governing permits for threatened and endangered species, respectively, are promulgated in 50
CFR 17.32 and 50 CFR 17.22. NMFS regulations governing permits for threatened and endangered
species of salmonids are promulgated in 50 CFR 222.22. The California Endangered Species Act (CESA)
prohibits the take of state-listed wildlife and plants and requires an incidental take permit for
authorization of take. The California Fish and Game Commission defines take as any action or attempt to
“hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.”
Section 10(a) of the ESA specifies requirements for the issuance of Incidental Take Permits (ITPs) to
non-Federal landowners for the take of endangered and threatened species. Any proposed take must be
incidental to otherwise lawful activities, not appreciably reduce the likelihood of the survival and
recovery of the species in the wild, and minimize and mitigate the impacts of such take to the maximum
extent practicable. In addition, an applicant must prepare an HCP describing the impact that will likely
result from such taking, the strategy for minimizing and mitigating the incidental take, the funding
available to implement such steps, alternatives to such taking, and the reason such alternatives are not
being implemented. To obtain ITPs the applicant must prepare an HCP that meets the issuance criteria
established by USFWS and NMFS (50 CFR 17.22(b)(2) and 222.307). Should permits be issued, the
permits would include assurances under the Services’ “No Surprises” regulations [50 CFR 17.22(b)(5)
and 17.32(b)(5)].
Section 2081 of the California Fish and Game Code provides a similar process for authorization of take of
state-listed threatened and endangered species. Under section 2081, the CDFG may issue an ITP for take
of state-listed species that is incidental to an otherwise lawful activity if: (1) the impacts of the authorized
take on state-listed species are minimized and fully mitigated, (2) the measures required to minimize and
mitigate the impacts of the take are roughly proportional in extent to the impacts, maintain the applicant’s
objectives to the greatest extent possible, and are capable of successful implementation, (3) adequate
funding is provided to implement the required minimization and mitigation measures and to monitor
compliance with and the effectiveness of these measures, and (4) issuance of the permit will not
jeopardize the continued existence of a state-listed species. The SFPUC intends to apply for a section
2081 permit for take of state-listed and candidate species; the proposed HCP would serve as the
mitigation plan required for this permit application.
Take of listed plant species is not prohibited under the ESA and cannot be authorized under a Section 10
permit. Take of state-listed plant species is prohibited under CESA but can be authorized with a permit if
the take is incidental to otherwise lawful activities. The USFWS proposes to include plant species on the
permit in recognition of the conservation benefits provided for them under the HCP. Unlisted Covered
Species would receive assurances under the Services’ “No Surprises” regulations.
Currently, 17 species (Covered Species) are proposed for coverage under the HCP, including 5 federally
listed species and 12 unlisted species that may become listed during the term of the permits. The 5
federally listed species are the endangered callippe silverspot butterfly (Speyeria callippe callippe) and
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the threatened California red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii); Alameda whipsnake (Masticophis
lateralis euryxanthus); California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense); and Central California
Coast steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss). The 12 unlisted species proposed for coverage are the
foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii); western pond turtle (Clemmys marmorata marmorata and C.m.
pallida); Townsend’s Western big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii townsendii); Pacific lamprey
(Lampetra tridentata); fall-run Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha); tricolored blackbird
(Agelaius tricolor); western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea); Diablo helianthella
(Helianthella castanea); fragrant fritillary (Fritillaria liliancea); most beautiful jewelflower (Streptanthus
alba ssp. peramoenus); robust monardella (Monardella villosa ssp. globosa); and round-leaved filaree
(Erodium macrophyllum). Species may be added or deleted during the course of HCP development based
on further analysis, new information, agency consultation, and public comment. All of the Covered
Species would be included in the ESA permit; state-listed and candidate Covered Species, which include
the threatened Alameda whipsnake, would be included in the CESA permit. In exchange for take
authorization, the HCP would provide long-term conservation and management of these species. The
HCP includes conservation actions to protect all 17 Covered Species, whether or not they are currently
listed.
The permits associated with the proposed HCP would authorize the take of listed species that may occur
during ongoing operations and maintenance activities on SFPUC lands in the Alameda Watershed.
Activities covered by the proposed HCP (Covered Activities) include watershed operations and
maintenance activities such as road maintenance and construction, bridge replacement and construction,
fence maintenance and installation, vegetation management, maintenance of sludge ponds, and recreation
activities, including elements of the Sunol Valley Landscape and Recreation Plan, on land owned and
managed by the SFPUC. Covered Activities also include reservoir operations and maintenance activities
such as operations of the Calaveras and San Antonio reservoirs, operations and maintenance of Alameda
Creek Diversion Dam, boat-launch construction, and vegetation and debris management on dams. Water
transmission and filtration system operations and maintenance activities such as the opening and closing
of valves to test proper functioning and pipeline maintenance would also be Covered Activities as well as
lease/permit and easement activities (i.e., livestock grazing in high-traffic areas, nursery operations and
maintenance, golf course operations and maintenance, and telecommunication sites operations and
maintenance). Implementation of the HCP conservation strategy including riparian and pond habitat
enhancement, pond spillway repair, implementation of the grazing management strategy, reservoir
shoreline protection and restoration, HCP conservation and monitoring, and stream restoration would also
be included.
As part of the SFPUC’s Water System Improvement Program (WSIP), some of the SFPUC’s existing
facilities in the HCP study area may be modified, improved, or replaced. Proposed WSIP projects within
the HCP study area include the Calaveras Dam Replacement Project, San Antonio Backup Pipeline
Project, Alameda Siphons Seismic Reliability Upgrade Project, New Irvington Tunnel Project, Sunol
Valley Water Treatment Plant Expansion and Treated Water Reservoir Project, Habitat Reserve Program,
and Alameda Creek Fishery Enhancement Project. The SFPUC proposes to address the effects of
construction of WSIP projects through a separate regulatory review and permitting process.
In addition to the HCP, the SFPUC is also proposing a Habitat Reserve Program (HRP) that would
provide a coordinated and consolidated approach to compensate for habitat impacts that would result from
implementation of the SFPUC’s WSIP projects in the Sunol Valley and other regions of the SFPUC water
system. Whereas the HCP addresses impacts associated with the SFPUC’s operations and maintenance
activities in the Alameda Watershed, the primary purpose of the HRP is to provide habitat and habitat
improvements to compensate for unavoidable temporary and permanent impacts on biological resources
caused by implementation of the SFPUC’s WSIP projects. The specific HRP projects and the
corresponding quantity and types of habitats that would be preserved, enhanced, restored, or created
Case No. 2004.1279E
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would be selected with the intent to compensate for impacts of WSIP projects on biological resources.
HRP projects in the Sunol Valley region would be located primarily on SFPUC-owned lands in Alameda
and Santa Clara Counties, which are within the study area covered by the HCP. The environmental review
process for the HRP is being coordinated with the HCP process.
If an ITP for the Alameda Watershed HCP is issued by the USFWS and NMFS prior to the completion of
environmental review of any WSIP projects in the Alameda Watershed, USFWS and NMFS would
review the proposed WSIP project for consistency with the HCP. If either USFWS or NMFS determines
that the future operations and maintenance of the proposed WSIP project are not consistent with the HCP,
an amendment to the HCP would be required.
Under the proposed HCP, the effects on Covered Species resulting from the Covered Activities are
expected to be minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent practicable through implementation of a
conservation program that includes conservation actions and monitoring, which would be fully described
in the HCP. This conservation program would focus on providing for the long-term management of
biological communities in the HCP area that support Covered Species. The conservation strategy would
implement best management practices throughout the watershed to minimize impacts from all SFPUC
Covered Activities. The conservation strategy would provide mitigation for both temporary and ongoing
impacts on Covered Species in the form of habitat enhancement, restoration, and, if necessary, protection
of additional habitat.
The purpose of the EIS/EIR is to evaluate the potential effects on the environment that would result from
implementation of the HCP and to propose mitigation, as needed, to avoid or reduce the impacts.

2.1

Project Approvals

Following completion of environmental review, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission will hold
a public hearing to consider approval of the proposed project. Approvals would also be required from:
•

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

•

National Marine Fisheries Service; and

•

California Department of Fish and Game.

Review of the proposed HCP would also be conducted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, State Office of Historic Preservation, San Francisco Bay Regional Water
Quality Control Board, and San Francisco Bay Area Air Quality Management District.

3.0

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

3.1

Key Environmental Issues

The following key environmental issues will be analyzed in the EIS/EIR:
Biological Resources
In addition to the species that would be covered by the HCP, the HCP study area contains habitat for
many other plant and animal species, including a number of special-status species. The study area also
contains sensitive vegetation communities. Project implementation may disturb and/or result in loss of
native habitat for common and rare species during activities associated with HCP implementation and
direct effects on species where they are present. These issues will be addressed in the EIS/EIR.
Air Quality
The EIS/EIR will address potential air quality impacts that could result from prescribed burning for
vegetation management and use of construction equipment and vehicles for habitat restoration projects.
Case No. 2004.1279E
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Cultural and Paleontological Resources
Sensitive cultural resources that could be affected by the proposed project include prehistoric resources
and historic structures that are protected by federal and state laws. Impacts could involve the discovery of
previously unidentified prehistoric archaeological and/or paleontological resources due to disturbance
during construction. These potential impacts will be considered in the EIS/EIR.
Hydrology, Groundwater, and Water Quality
The EIS/EIR will consider potential impacts related to work within and near creeks and other water
bodies for conservation activities and the release of water for the benefit of Covered Species on hydrology
and water quality. If groundwater levels are affected during construction, habitats (such as wetlands and
Alameda Creek) dependent on groundwater may be affected.
Traffic and Transportation
Spoils hauling, equipment delivery, and other temporary conservation-related traffic may affect operation
of roads that serve the HCP study area. This will be addressed in the EIS/EIR.
Other Environmental Issues
Other topics that will be addressed in detail in the EIS/EIR include the potential for impacts related to:
• Other resources and activities in the Alameda Watershed including agricultural resources, mineral
resources, and recreational uses;
• Temporary visual effects associated with conservation activities;
• Handling, storage and use of common hazardous materials, such as fuels, during conservation
activities;
• Noise during conservation activities;
• Greenhouse gas emissions from prescribed burning and use of construction equipment;
• Cumulative impacts that could occur from this project in combination with other projects planned
in the area; and
• Growth-inducing impacts that could result from implementation of the Alameda Watershed HCP.
Other impacts may also be addressed, depending on further review and public input provided during the
scoping process. Where impacts would be significant, the EIS/EIR will identify and discuss feasible
mitigation measures.

3.2

Alternatives

CEQA requires that an EIR evaluate a reasonable range of feasible alternatives to a project, or to the
location of a project, that would attain most of the basic project objectives, but that could avoid or
substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project. In addition to the No Project alternative
required by CEQA, alternatives considered for analysis in the environmental document may include:
variations in the scope of covered activities; variations in the location, amount, and type of conservation;
variations in permit duration; or, a combination of these elements. It is anticipated that the scoping
process may identify additional approaches to avoid potentially significant impacts of the proposed
project; the EIS/EIR will consider reasonable alternatives raised during scoping.
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