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REGARDING    DPR 523 B & D FORM RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following memo provides Page & Turnbull’s recommendations for the documentation of 
properties within the Japantown survey area on California Department of Parks and Recreation 523 B 
and D forms (Building, Structure, Object Records and District Records, respectively.) As discussed in 
more detail below, it is the goal of DPR 523 B and D form documentation to record as many 
significant properties as possible within the agreed upon scope. For this reason, B and D form 
properties are being presented in a single memo so that the selection process might be most efficient 
and avoid overlapping documentation of B form properties and a potential district area. 

 

DPR 523 B Forms: Building, Structure, Object Records 

Page & Turnbull is submitting the following list of potential DPR 523 B Form properties for the 
City’s consideration. This list provides the property address, common name, and the reason that it is 
being proposed for DPR 523 B form recordation. These properties have not been fully prioritized 
and are not listed in a distinct order, though properties that have already been identified as strong B 
form candidates are listed first, followed by others with historic Japanese American associations, and 
then those with more recent Japanese American associations (which might be eligible under Criterion 
G, as discussed later). Properties with non-Japanese American historic associations are listed next. 
Then the list culminates with properties suggested primarily for their physical merits. An explanation 
of proposed prioritizing methodology follows the list of properties. 

 

Property Name Property Address Reason for Recommendation 

Kinmon Gakuen 2031 Bush Street Japanese American language school; 
site of Internment registration 

Japanese YWCA 1830 Sutter Street Julia Morgan designed community 
building that served Japanese 
American chapter of the YWCA. 

Japanese/Buchanan YMCA 1530 Buchanan Street Community building financed by 
Japanese investors that served the 
Japanese American chapter of the 
YMCA. 

Japan Center 1881 Post, 1825 Post, 
11-22 Peace Plaza, 
1625 Post Street 

Modern commercial development that 
is now commercial/social/ 
cultural/etc. focal point of Japantown 
neighborhood. 

Japanese Salvation Army/ 
Chinese Consulate 

1450 Laguna Street Originally assoc. with JA community, 
now serves other ethnic group. 
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Buchanan Mall & flanking 
buildings 

Buchanan Street btwn. 
Post and Sutter streets 

Open space and mall development 
created by Redevelopment efforts, 
with input from Japanese American 
community, assoc. with Peace Plaza 

Benkyo-do 1745 Buchanan Street Business over 100 yrs. old, located in 
modern building.  

Nichiren Buddhist Church of 
America 

2016 Pine Street Buddhist church, significant to JA 
religious practices 

Buddhist Church of San 
Francisco 

1881 Pine Street Buddhist church, significant to JA 
religious practices 

St. Francis Xavier Church 1801 Octavia Street Japanese Catholic Mission, possibly 
only one in CA focused on serving JA 
community 

Morning Star Institute 1715 Octavia Street Parochial school associated with St. 
Francis Xavier Church 

Italianate House 1907-1909 Pine Street Catholic Mission building associated 
with St. Francis Xavier and Morning 
Star School 

Italianate House 1911 Pine Street Sisters’ Home associated with St. 
Francis Xavier and Morning Star 
School 

Italianate House 1947-1951 Pine Street Catholic Mission building associated 
with St. Francis Xavier and Morning 
Star School 

Dr. Togasaki House 1848 Buchanan Street Home of prominent Japanese 
American physician 

Masayasu Ashizawa House 1644-1648 Post Street Home of owner of Soko Hardware 
(shop four doors down); only building 
on block not Redeveloped. 

Sakai Co. Grocery Store 1650-1656 Post Street JA business over 80 years old; same 
location since 1920s, building 
Redeveloped.  

Mixed-Use Building 1843-1849 Fillmore St. Was Yokohama Shokai Art Goods 
store in 1910. 

Mixed-Use Building 1919 Fillmore Street Was California Cleaners, 1920s -1970s. 
Owned by same JA family throughout. 
Also housed Kurotori & Murata 
Insurace. 

Italianate mixed-use 1908-1914 Fillmore St. Housed Lotus Beauty Shop, 1920s-
1940s, then Sueyasu Florist, Sueyasu 
Apartments, and Tokyo Fish Market 
in 1950s. 

Utility Building 2255 Bush Street Former Home Telephone Co., served 
as JA-owned Uptown Garage, late 
1940s-1972. 
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Mediterranean Revival Mixed-
Use 

2178-2182 Bush St. Omura Apartments, 1950s. 

Apartment Building 2000-2016 Fillmore St. Osada Apartments, 1940s-1970s. 

Stick Style House 2014 Bush Street Tamari Boarding House, 1910s 

Catholic Japanese Home 2158 Pine Street Catholic Japanese Home, 1910 

Flat front Italianate 2020 Bush Street Keihin Ryokan Hotel, 1910 

Italianate House 2018 Bush Street Seibi Ryokan Hotel, 1910 

Italianate House 1860 Buchanan Street Nichiren Buddhist Church, 1940s. 
Isoye Hand Embroidery, 1950s-1970s. 

Italianate House 1868 Buchanan Street Isoye Hand Embroidery, 1940s 

Apartment Building 1725-1735 Sutter St. Itatani Watch Repair Shop, 1910. 
Hosoi Embroidery, 1920s-1950s. 

Edwardian Apartment 
Building 

1745-1751 Sutter St. Hamumei-kan Boarding House, 
Nihon Gakuen School, and U. Sano 
Midwifery, 1910.  

International style commercial 
building 

1596 Post Street Hosoda Bros. Food Import/Export, 
1960-1970s. 

Edwardian Apartment 
Building 

1646 Sutter Street Yamamoto Apartments, 1940s-1970s. 

Italianate House 1800 Laguna Street Was Suzuki Apartments c1920-1972. 

Italianate House 1801 Laguna Street M. Matoi Optometrist, 1950s. 

Italianate House 1803 Laguna Street Kato Kogyobu Japanese Movies, 
1950s. 

Terschuren House 1825-1829 Laguna St. Occupied by Otokichi Ono family, 
1930s-WWII.  

Altered residence 1938 Bush Street Kinsho-tei Restaurant, 1910. 

Queen Ann House 1948-1950 Bush Street Imai Photo Studio, 1910.  S. Murata 
Dentist, 1950s. 

Apartment Building 
(remodeled, 1960s?) 

2025 Pine Street Ellen Stark Ford Home and Industrial 
School for Japanese and Korean 
Women, 1910s-1940s. Current bldg, 
c.1940. 

Italianate House 1849-1851 Laguna St. Kami Photo Studio and Soko Camera 
Club, 1950s. Sato Matsutoyohiro 
Minyo/Nagauta Instructor, 1970s. 

Italianate House 1855 Laguna Street Kimura Catering, 1950s. 

Italianate House 1807 Octavia Street Japanese Girl’s Home assoc. w/ St. 
Francis Xavier, 1940s-1970s. 

Flat front Italianate mixed-use 1701 Octavia Street Dobashi Shoe shop in rear addition, 
1910. 

Gothic Revival Apartments 1700 Octavia Street Apartment building, housed many JA 
residents (seniors?) 
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Italianate House 1855-1857 Pine Street Was C. Kobayashi Midwifery 

Altered Italianate House 1829 Pine Street Was Nihon Hospital 

 

Austin Alley Various residences on 
Austin Alley 

Was Japanese/Filipino American 
enclave 

St. Francis Square Cooperative 
Apartments 

Geary Blvd & Laguna 
Street 

Apartment complex focused on 
housing for ethnic minorities, inc. 1/3 
Japanese Americans. Built 1964. 

Nihonmachi Terrace 
Apartments 

1619 Sutter Street Apartment complex for JA seniors, 
built 1975. Also houses Japanese 
American National Library. 

Modern mixed use 1726-1734 Post Street Built 1963. Toraya Japanese restaurant 
on ground floor. 

National Japanese American 
Historical Society 

1680-1686 Post Street Built 1980 for NJAHS, which was 
founded same year. 

Soko Interiors 1672-1674 Post Street Built 1976, houses division of Soko 
Hardware. 

Modern mixed use 1662-1664 Post Street Built 1960. Shiseido cosmetics shop 
and Fujiya Shiseido Beauty Shop on 
ground floor. 

Modern commercial/mixed 
use 

1640 Post Street Built 1976. Korea House restaurant on 
ground floor.  

Soto Zen Mission, Sokoji 
Buddhist Temple 

1691 Laguna Street Built 1984 for congregation formed in 
1934. 

Hokka Nichi Bei Kai 1759 Sutter Street Built 1980. Nichi Bei Kai (Japan 
American Club) founded late 1800s. 

JACL National Headquarters 1765 Sutter Street Built 1975. JACL founded 1929. 

Christ United Presbyterian 
Church 

1700 Sutter Street Built 1975. Congregation founded 
1885. 

Konko-kyo Church 1909 Bush Street Built 1973. Congregation founded 
1930. 

Super Mira Market 1788-1790 Sutter St. Modern mixed-use, built 1974. Houses 
Japanese Food market on ground 
floor. 

Hotel Tomo 1800 Sutter Street Built 1975, new remodel inspired by 
Japanese Pop Culture. Mum’s  
Japanese restaurant. 

JCCCNC 1840 Sutter Street Built 1987 as JA community center as 
mandated by SFRDA’s Nihonmachi 
Master Plan. 

Japanese Community Youth 
Council 

2012-2014 Pine Street Built c. 1893, heavily altered. Has 
served as JCYC building since c. 1970. 

Iloilo Circle 1809 Sutter Street Community building associated with 
Filipino province-based social org. 



M E M O R A N D U M  

 

5

Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Building 

1930 Steiner Street Prominent Art Deco utilities building, 
rare type/style in neighborhood 

Queen Anne Hotel 1590 Sutter Street Architecturally prominent; once 
functioned as residence hotel on block 
with 3 others, inc. Hotel Majestic. 

Wilford Woodruff House 1533 Sutter Street Associated with Mormon community 
and culture  

Fillmore Auditorium 1539 Fillmore Street Music venue, association with Fillmore 
area jazz culture 

Green Eye Hospital 1801 Bush Street Optometry hospital, on site of Mary 
Ellen Pleasant House 

**Gothic Revival House 1960-1964 Bush Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**Mixed-Use Building 2222 Bush Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**Classical Revival Utility 
Building 

2255 Bush Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit/historic use 

**Greek Revival House 2231 Pine Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit and apparent age 

**Duplex 1717-1719 Webster 
Street 

Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**House w/ porte cochere 2018 Bush Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**Classical Revival building 1700 Fillmore Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
historic use – former Bank of Italy 
branch building 

**Classical Revival commercial 
building w/ distinctive 
storefronts 

1901-1913 Fillmore 
Street 

Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**Italianate House 1848 Pine Street Suggested by City Staff based on 
architectural merit 

**The last nine properties on the list, marked with double asterisks, were noted by City Staff as 
having particular architectural merit and/or apparent distinction of age or historic use. These 
observations were made based on physical characteristics presented on DPR 523 A forms. None of 
these properties have known associations with the Japanese American community, but have been 
listed in the above table based on City Staff’s suggestions. Page & Turnbull feels that these properties 
are of the lowest priority for DPR 523 B form recordation due to their presumed lack of Japanese 
American associations. 

 

All of the above properties are illustrated on Map #1: Proposed DPR 523 B Form Properties, found 
appended to this memo. Differentiation between historic and non-historic (not age-eligible) Japanese 
American resources can be found on Map #3: Japanese American Associated Properties. 
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Existing Documentation 

It should be noted that four of the properties listed above have been previously documented on DPR 
523 B forms. These include: Kinmon Gakuen (2031 Bush Street), the Japanese YWCA (1830 Sutter 
Steret), the Buchanan YMCA (1530 Buchanan Street), and the Japanese Salvation Army (1450 Laguna 
Street).  

 

These existing DPR records were completed in 1979 by Alex Yamato, in connection with the Ethnic 
Minority Cultural Resources Survey. They are documented in an outdated DPR 523 format and do 
not include significance evaluations or assigned California Historical Resource Status Codes, as are 
currently required by the California Office of Historic Preservation’s DPR 523 form methodology. 

 

In light of this existing documentation, Page & Turnbull presents two options for the appropriate 
documentation of DPR 523 B form properties and fulfillment of this task in Japantown BNP 
contract: 

 

Option #1: The four previously documented properties can be re-recorded on DPR 523 L or Update 
forms and six additional properties can be selected to fulfill the quota of 10 total DPR 523 
B forms. The completion of Update forms will include additional archival research to 
verify and expand on existing statements of significance, evaluation of each property’s 
significance and integrity according to National and California Register criteria, map 
graphics, and reformatting on current DPR 523 forms. 

 

Option #2: The four previously documented properties can be disregarded as candidates for DPR 523 
B form documentation. The existing DPR 523 forms will continue to stand as their 
official documentation and 10 other properties, that have not been previously 
documented, will be selected for recordation. This will result in 10 new DPR 523 B forms. 

 

City Staff is asked to take these options into account when selecting properties for DPR 523 form 
documentation. Map #4: Recommended B&D Form Selections illustrates Page & Turnbull’s 
suggested approach to B & D Form selection, which uses Option #1 and provides for the re-
documentation of the four previously recoded resources. Should City Staff opt for Option #2, 
however, the recommendations illustrated on the map will, of course, need to be restrategized. 

 

Recommended Strategy 

Page & Turnbull suggests the following 10 properties as those that would be most logical and 
effective for DPR 523 B form documentation, in relation to the Pine & Octavia Japanese American 
historic district area, which is proposed as the highest priority for district documentation (see 
following section): 

 

1. Japan Center 

2. Buchanan Mall development 

3. Benkyo-do 

4. Japanese YWCA 

5. Kinmon Gakuen 
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6. Buchanan YMCA 

7. Japanese Salvation Army 

8. Masayasu Ashizawa House 

9. Dr. Togosaki House 

10. Catholic Japanese Home 

 

Page & Turnbull recommends that B form properties be strategically selected as they relate to the 
theme of local Japanese American history and culture in order to create a strong foundation of 
documentation for the survey, as well as logical interplay with the documentation and nomination of 
a potential historic district and/or Traditional Cultural Property. Documentation of Japanese 
American-associated resources may also play into larger, state-wide Japanese American history 
projects.  Though not yet official, it has been noted that the statewide Preserving California’s 
Japantowns project may undertake a Multiple Property Submission (MPS) for National Register 
listing in the near future. If this occurs, it would benefit both the MPS nomination effort and the 
potential for designation of properties in San Francisco’s Japantown if DPR 523 B form 
documentation for Japanese American-associated properties was completed by the Japantown BNP. 
Project consultant Donna Graves, who is involved with the Preserving California’s Japantowns 
project, has noted that the documentation of Japanese American churches – particularly those related 
to the Buddhist faith, which is elemental in the Japanese American culture – would be prime 
candidates for documentation and inclusion in the MPS. She also noted that the St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church would be important to document, as it is the only Catholic church she has observed 
in her work that has focused exclusively on serving the Japanese American community. 

 

In this vein, the properties listed above are suggested for DPR 523 B form recordation based on 
aspects of known historic significance and general prominence within the neighborhood. Many 
appear to have potential significance as community and cultural establishments. It is the intent of the 
DPR 523 B and D form documentation process, as it applies to the Japantown Better Neighborhood 
Plan contract, to record as many contributing properties as possible within the maximum quota of 10 
B forms and 1 D form. Therefore, the D form should attempt to include as many properties as are 
reasonably applicable to a thematically cohesive and physically concentrated district, while the B 
forms should endeavor to document those properties that are not in geographic proximity to the 
district, but may still relate to the established historic theme. In light of this strategy, the proposed B 
and D form candidate properties are being presented together in this memo and should be 
considered simultaneously for the most efficient selection. 

 

 

DPR 523 D Form: District Record 

A San Francisco Japantown historic district will be documented on a State of California DPR 523D 
form. This documentation will provide an analysis of the district’s significance according to both 
National and California Register Criteria for Evaluation. Both sets of criteria are essentially identical, 
though they address differing levels of significance; national versus state-level. Local significance will 
also be evaluated and presented on the DPR 523 D form. 

 

In an effort to document the presence and extent of a historic district in San Francisco’s Japantown it 
will be pertinent to reference documentation for the Little Tokyo Historic District in Los Angeles, 
which is a designated National Register historic district (listed in 1986), as well as a designated 



M E M O R A N D U M  

 

8

historic themes, and a period of significance nearly identical to those of San Francisco’s Japantown, it 
is a good example of a successfully designated district associated with Japanese American history and 
represents a positive precedent for the documentation and designation of a historic district in San 
Francisco’s Japantown. Though the nomination forms for Little Tokyo are somewhat out of date, 
they will be used as a reference in documenting the subject district. Correlations between the 
documentation of the two districts might even provide support for the eventual designation of a 
Heritage Corridor/Area or other vehicle for recognizing the connections between the three 
Japantowns and other Japanese American historic sites in California. 

 

This memo presents three potential historic district areas that could be further researched and 
documented to fulfill historic district documentation for the Japantown BNP. The suggestions listed 
below, have been prioritized according to what Page & Turnbull believes is the most appropriate 
strategy for DPR 523 B and D Form documentation in relation to the cultural and ethnic themes of 
the Japantown BNP. City Staff is asked to select a district area from the list below to be recorded the 
one DPR 523 D form to be completed per the Japantown Better Neighborhood Plan contract. 

 

1) Pine & Octavia Japanese American historic district 

Based on preliminary mapping derived from Ben Pease’s maps and other sources, synthesized by 
Page & Turnbull’s own analysis, a concentration of resources associated with the historic Japanese 
American community appear to be located around the intersection of Octavia and Pine streets in the 
northwestern corner of the survey area. This includes both the St. Francis Xavier/Morning Star 
Institute complex (which includes at least five buildings) and the Buddhist Church of San Francisco. 
Nearby are properties that have Japanese American associations, including a former hospital, 
midwifery, buildings that housed shops and businesses, an apartment building, a charitable home and 
industrial school, and an additional church. Page & Turnbull proposes that only community and 
cultural buildings and commercial properties be included as contributing resources within this 
potential historic district, however; as these are the resources that reflect the Japanese American 
cultural identity of the neighborhood and historically acted as points of interface between the 
ethnic/cultural community and society at large. This concept is discussed in more detail in the 
Japantown Context Statement. 

 

As this is the district area that Page & Turnbull recommends for documentation, a list of contributing 
resources is provided: 

 

Property Name Property Address Reason for Recommendation 

Nichiren Buddhist Church of 
America 

2016 Pine Street Buddhist church, significant to JA 
religious practices 

Buddhist Church of San 
Francisco 

1881 Pine Street Buddhist church, significant to JA 
religious practices 

St. Francis Xavier Church 1801 Octavia Street Japanese Catholic Mission, possibly 
only one in CA focused on serving JA 
community 

Morning Star Institute 1715 Octavia Street Parochial school associated with St. 
Francis Xavier Church 

Italianate House 1907-1909 Pine Street Catholic Mission building associated 
with St. Francis Xavier and Morning 
Star School 
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Italianate House 1911 Pine Street Sisters’ Home associated with St. 
Francis Xavier and Morning Star 
School 

Italianate House 1947-1951 Pine Street Catholic Mission building associated 
with St. Francis Xavier and Morning 
Star School 

Italianate House 1855-1857 Pine Street Was C. Kobayashi Midwifery 

Altered Italianate House 1829 Pine Street Was Nihon Hospital 

 

Flat front Italianate mixed-use 1701 Octavia Street Dobashi Shoe shop in rear addition, 
1910. 

Italianate House 1807 Octavia Street Japanese Girl’s Home assoc. w/ St. 
Francis Xavier, 1940s-1970s. 

Italianate House 1800 Laguna Street Was Suzuki Apartments c1920-1972. 

Italianate House 1801 Laguna Street M. Matoi Optometrist, 1950s. 

Italianate House 1803 Laguna Street Kato Kogyobu Japanese Movies, 
1950s. 

Apartment Building 
(remodeled, 1960s?) 

2025 Pine Street Ellen Stark Ford Home and Industrial 
School for Japanese and Korean 
Women, 1910s-1940s. Current bldg, 
c.1940. 

Italianate House 1849-1851 Laguna St. Kami Photo Studio and Soko Camera 
Club, 1950s. Sato Matsutoyohiro 
Minyo/Nagauta Instructor, 1970s. 

Italianate House 1855 Laguna Street Kimura Catering, 1950s. 

Altered residence 1938 Bush Street Kinsho-tei Restaurant, 1910. 

Queen Ann House 1948-1950 Bush Street Imai Photo Studio, 1910.  S. Murata 
Dentist, 1950s. 

* Note: All of these properties also appear in the list of suggested DPR 523 B Forms, as they are also 
eligible for B Form recordation if not documented as part of this or another district. 

 

A number of non-historic properties (less than 45 years old) are also located throughout the 
neighborhood, which have recent and present-day Japanese American associations. These properties 
would not typically qualify as contributors to a historic district, unless Criteria Consideration G is 
used to argue the exceptional significance of resources that are less than 50 years of age. This Criteria 
Consideration would best apply to resources constructed as a result of Urban Renewal efforts 
undertaken in the 1960s and 1970s, and those constructed through the efforts of Japanese American 
community organizations, often as a reaction to Redevelopment activities. Such resources might be 
included within the potential Pine & Octavia Japanese American historic district discussed above, as 
long as their Japanese American associations are relevant. The district’s period of significance would 
also subsequently need to be extended through 1975. Currently, most of these resources do not 
appear to be within adequate geographic proximity to be included within the district; however, 
further research and identification of contributing properties may expand the district boundaries 
enough to include such resources.  
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2) Japantown Redevelopment historic district 

More appropriately, a separate district concerned only with modern Japantown resources could also 
be selected for recordation. This district would likely center on Japan Center and the Buchanan Mall, 
and include properties throughout the area south of Bush Street. The district would include mainly 
commercial resources, but would also encompass a grouping of churches along Laguna Street and 
some scattered community buildings. Such a district would have to incorporate a strong argument for 
eligibility under Criteria Consideration G. This would seem appropriate, however, as a high 
concentration of modern resources are located in geographic proximity to each other within the A-1 
and A-2 Redevelopment areas and the theme of Urban Renewal and Redevelopment has had a 
significant impact on both the physical environment and cultural community in the neighborhood. A 
sufficient body of scholarship concerned with Urban Renewal appears to be available to inform the 
significance of these events in San Francisco’s Japantown. 

 

Page & Turnbull recommends the previously mentioned Pine & Octavia Japanese American historic 
district as the more logical option for recordation; the most prominent modern Japantown properties 
being captured in the DPR 523 B form quota. Non-historic resources may also eventually be 
addressed as part of a Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) nomination (discussed in Page & 
Turnbull’s Traditional Cultural Property Evaluation Report), which recognizes present-day traditional 
cultural significance in historic sites and can also effectively utilize Criteria Consideration G.  

 

3) Lower Pacific Heights architectural historic district 

A third option for district documentation is an architecturally themed historic district that captures 
the multitude of architecturally significant resources in the northern portion of the survey area; 
commonly known as Lower Pacific Heights. This area north of Bush Street was not subject to 
Redevelopment and retains many historic dwellings, as well as later residential flats and apartment 
buildings, commercial properties, etc. Many are architecturally distinctive and retain excellent 
integrity, suggesting eligibility under Criterion C/3. An architecturally themed district would likely 
have extensive boundaries and a high number of contributing resources; all variable depending on the 
period of significance and historical themes selected as the district’s focus. An appropriate period of 
significance might begin at circa 1855 when some of the earliest settlement occurred in the 
neighborhood. It would cover the time around the turn of the century when the bulk of the area’s 
initial development had been completed, characterized by the Victorian-era dwellings that are most 
prevalent in the neighborhood, and would extend through the 1920s to capture resources that are 
more indicative of post-1906 reconstruction and the increasing density of the neighborhood at that 
time. A theme of residential development is most likely to stand out within this period of significance 
due to the fact that the neighborhood has always functioned in that capacity. First, as a residential 
“suburb” for downtown, and after the 1906 Disaster, as a refuge for displaced residents from other 
parts of the city, which forced further construction and subdivision of houses in the area. 

 

Page & Turnbull lists a Lower Pacific Heights architectural historic district as the lowest priority for 
DPR 523 D Form documentation, however; because it would have no direct associations to the 
Japanese American cultural theme that is a major focal point of the Japantown BNP’s historic and 
cultural studies. It seems that a Lower Pacific Heights architectural historic district might be better 
suited to future historic resources studies in the neighborhood and might extend to include 
neighboring areas such as Pacific Heights proper, where similar historic residential resources exist. A 
district with Japanese American associations would be most applicable to the Japantown BNP 
undertaking. 
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Some of the resources that would contribute to the potential historic districts described above are also 
listed on the potential DPR 523 B Form list in the first section of this memo. In the case that any of 
these three districts is selected for documentation, properties included within their boundaries should 
not be selected as candidates for B Form documentation.  

 

It should also be understood that documentation of any of the above properties on DPR 523 B or D 
forms will not conflict with documentation that may occur as part of a TCP nomination. Because a 
TCP designation is an aspect of the National Register of Historic Places, it should be recorded on an 
official National Register nomination form. DPR 523 B and D form records are used for local and  

state level documentation and designation, and therefore would not satisfy the designation process at 
the national level. However, they would prove to be useful resources in the future documentation of 
a Japantown National Register historic district, TCP, or other form of designation. 

 

Four maps are appended to this memo illustrating the distribution of resources throughout the survey 
area: 

• Map #1 illustrates the locations of potential DPR 523 B Form properties as outlined in this 
memo.  

• Map #2 illustrates the locations of potential DPR 523 D Form properties as outlined in this 
memo. (It should be noted that the extent of the potential districts are variable and subject 
to adjustment.) 

• Map #3 illustrates the locations of properties with Japanese American associations, 
delineating those properties that are historic (older than 50 years) and those that are not, or 
that have only recent Japanese American associations. 

• Map #4 illustrates Page & Turnbull’s recommended strategy for DPR 523 B and D Form 
documentation. 

 

Also appended to this memo are copies of the DPR 523 A forms (Primary Records) for those 
buildings listed as suggested DPR 523 B Form candidates. Many of these resources may also fall 
within one of the three potential historic district areas that are discussed. 

*A DPR 523 A Form for the Buchanan Mall is not appended to this memo, though it is presented as 
a potential B Form candidate. The Buchanan Mall was not addressed during the Japantown BNP 
survey undertaking, because it is not represented by an official parcel record in City data. Page & 
Turnbull is working to create a record for the Mall within the Japantown survey database and plans to 
create a survey record and DPR 523 A Form for the Mall shortly. 

 

A follow-up meeting or call between Page & Turnbull and City Staff is suggested in order to discuss 
the information presented in this memo and reach a consensus regarding the selection of properties 
to be documented on DPR 523 B and D Forms. 








