
WHAT IS A PARKING REDUCTION?
A Project Sponsor may request a reduction in parking requirements pursuant to Planning 
Code Section 161, provided that certain findings are met, pursuant to Planning Code Section 
307.  If a Project Sponsor is unable to meet these findings, a Variance application is required.

WHEN IS A PARKING REDUCTION NECESSARY? 
Although not necessary, a Project Sponsor may elect to apply for a reduction in parking 
requirements for projects located in NC (Neighborhood Commercial) Districts, RC (Residential 
Commercial) Districts and principle uses located in the Waterfront SUD’s.  This application 
is not applicable for projects located in zoning districts other than the NC, RC, or Waterfront 
SUD’s.  In approving a reduction in off-street parking requirements authorized by this Code, 
the Zoning Administrator shall consider and apply the following criteria:

The reduction in the parking requirement is justified by the reasonably anticipated 
automobile usage by residents of and visitors to the project; and

The reduction in the parking requirement will not be detrimental to the health, safety, 
convenience, or general welfare of persons residing in or working in the vicinity; and

The minimization of conflict of vehicular and pedestrian movements; and

The availability of transportation modes other than the automobile; and

The paĴern of land use and character of development in the vicinity; and

Such other criteria as the Zoning Administrator deems appropriate in the circumstances of 
the particular case.  

HOW DOES THE PROCESS WORK?
Please review this application and answer each of the findings, pursuant to Planning Code 
Section 307, as listed above. The Zoning Administrator will consider the project based upon 
consistency with the above findings and Planning Priority Policies of the General Plan.  
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Planning Department

1650 Mission Street

Suite 400

San Francisco, CA

94103-9425

T: 415.558.6378

F: 415.558.6409

Pursuant to Planning Code Section 161 the Zoning Administrator may reduce the 
off-street parking requirements in NC (Neighborhood Commercial) Districts, as 
described in Article 7 of the Planning Code, RC (Residential Commercial) Districts, 
and the Waterfront SUD’s (Special Use Districts) pursuant to the procedures and 
criteria of Sections 307(g) and (i) of this Code.  

Planning Department staff are available to advise you in the preparation of this 
application.  Call (415) 558-6377 for further information.

www.sfplanning.org
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INSTRUCTIONS

Gather the information needed to complete the 
aĴached form, including all of the items indicated on 
the checklist. Complete all blanks on the application 
form. If you need help, you may call or visit the 
Planning Information Center (on the First Floor), 
1660 Mission Street; Telephone No. 558-6377; open 
Monday through Friday. 

Please state how the project is consistent or 
inconsistent with each policy. Each statement 
should refer to specific circumstances or conditions 
applicable to the property. Each policy must have 
a response. If a given policy does not apply to your 
project, explain why it does not.  Please answer all 
questions fully. Please type or print in ink and aĴach 
pages if necessary.

To file your Parking Reduction  
application, please aĴach this 
application to a building permit 
application and submit at the 
Central Permit Bureau for routing to 
Current Planning staff.
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Parking Reduction Findings

Please state how the project is consistent or inconsistent with each policy.  Each statement should refer to specific 
circumstances or conditions applicable to the property. Each policy must have a response. If a given policy does not 
apply to your project, explain why it does not.

The reduction in the parking requirement is justified by the reasonably anticipated automobile usage by residents 
of and visitors to the project;

2. The reduction in the parking requirement will not be detrimental to the health, safety, convenience, or general 
welfare of persons residing in or working in the vicinity;

1.
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3. The minimization of conflict of vehicular and pedestrian movements;

4. The availability of transportation modes other than the automobile;

5. The paĴern of land use and character of development in the vicinity;
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6. Such other criteria as the Zoning Administrator deems appropriate in the circumstances of the particular case;



FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Call or visit the San Francisco Planning Department

Central Reception
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103-2479

TEL: 415.558.6378
FAX: 415.558.6409
WEB: http://www.sfplanning.org

Planning Information Center (PIC)
1660 Mission Street, First Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103-2479

TEL: 415.558.6377
Planning staff are available by phone and at the PIC counter.  
No appointment is necessary.
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